UNIFORMS AND REFORMS                   41

The first mission sent in 1826 comprised 44 students. The
number reached 114 in 1833. And when those young men
returned, Mohammed Ali found in them his intellectual
helpers ready and competent to fill the high administrative
and military posts of the State.

Meanwhile, on the pretext of carrying troops and pro-
visions by sea for his expedition to Arabia, Mohammed Ali
had an arsenal constructed at Bulak, adjoining the Nile near
Cairo. Here, day and night, ships of all kinds were built
under European supervision. The ships were then carried in
pieces on camels' backs across the desert to Suez where they
were put together and launched.

Mohammed Ali soon found himself master of the Red Sea,
an advantage which enabled him to send men and provisions
to^his son in Arabia and thus secure the complete subjugation
of the peninsula. His mastery of the Arabian coasts was soon
supplemented by his conquest of the Sudan.

Having made all these conquests, Mohammed Ali turned
his attention to commerce. When da Gama sailed to India
round the Cape in 1495, the commercial prosperity of Egypt
and of the Mediterranean ports came to an end. The stream
of gold that once passed through Egypt, and had given birth
to the legendary wealth and luxury of the Arabian Nights
and the early Mamelukes, was dried up for more than three
centuries. A revival of the overland route to and from India
and the Far East was therefore essential. The Red Sea was
cleared of pirates; the desert had long been redeemed by
Mohammed Ali from the pillaging nomads; regular and quick
camel service was established between Suez and Cairo. The
Mahmudia canal was dug in 1819 under the supervision of
Nur Eddin Pasha, an Egyptian engineer, to connect Alexan-
dria with the Rosetta branch of the Nile, thus enabling big
ships to convey goods and passengers from Alexandria to
Cairo and vice versa. Customs were to be collected once only,
and no local duties or injustices were admitted. Regular post
and telegraph services, the first by dromedaries and the latter
by signal towers, were established between Cairo and Alexan-
dria and between Cairo and Suez, and thus every facility was
provided to revive the lost overland trade through the
Isthmus of Suez.